THE VICTORIANS AND AFTER
man to the machine The hand-loom weaver asked no more than his subsistence, he preferred death by starvation to the rhythm and despatch of the factory The hatters of Ashton-under-Lyne, a Blue Book tells us, kept a pack of hounds and hunted three days a week rather than grow rich by fashioning their beavers In the expressive phrase of a German sociologist, they were "whole men35 In 1914, they and their kind are dead, and a race of half men, stimulated to the regular toil, which a materialistic civilisation demands, by the lust of possessions, had taken their place
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